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ABSTRACT
The purpose of th is article is to  exam ine the com position  of le tte r texts by Von Wall and his fam ily as a potential 
source fo r the study of everyday fam ily life by a h igh-ranking official of the Russian Empire in the  last quarter of 
the n ineteenth century - early tw en tie th  century. The m ethodological basis of th is study is the historical and 
anthropological approach and m ethods of source analysis according to  sources of personal origin. This article 
presents the  results of Von Wall. The study of the  legacy of von Wall and his fam ily focused on th ree  Russian 
federal archives. The authors found several groups of correspondence from  the closest circle of correspondence 
w ith  Von Wall is a special group consisting of epistem ological texts  addressed to  Von Wall, his siblings, his w ife 
and children. Some of the features of the com position of these docum ents are due to  vanous circum stances 
such as the estab lishm ent of interpersonal re lationships in his fam ily, how to  m aintain correspondence, saving 
drafts and copies of his correspondence by von Wahl.
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LAS CAPACIDADES HEURISTICAS DE LOS TEXTOS EPISTOLARIOS EAMILIARES EN EL ESTADO RUSO

RESUMO
0 objetivo deste artigo e investigar a com posigao de 
Von Wall e sua famflia с о т о  uma fon te  potencial para о 
estudo da vida fam iliar diaria por um im perador russo 
senior no u ltim o quarto do seculo 19 ao inicio do seculo 
20. Segundo fontes, a origem  do pessoal. Este artigo 
apresenta os resultados da Von Wall. 0 estudo da 
heranga de Von Wall e sua fam ilia se concentrou em 
tres arquivos federais russos. Os autores encontraram  
varies grupos de correspondencia do cfrculo de 
correspondencia mais proxim o com  Von Wall ё um 
grupo especial que consiste em textos 
epistem ologicos dirigidos a Von Wall, seus irmaos, sua 
esposa e filhos. A lgum as das caracteristicas da 
com posigao destes docum entos fo ram  identificadas 
devido a uma serie de circunstancias, incluindo as 
relagoes interpessoais estabelecidas em sua famflia, a 
fo rm a de guarda de correspondencia, a guarda de 
m inutas e copias de sua correspondencia por Von Wall.
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RESUMEN
El objetivo de este articu lo es exam inar la com posicion 
de los textos de las letras de Von Wall у su fam ilia с о т о  
una fuente  potencial para el estudio de la vida fam iliar 
cotidiana por un alto funcionario del Imperio ruso en el 
u ltim o cuarto del siglo XIX - principios del siglo XX. La 
base m etodolog ica de este estudio es el enfoque 
h istorico у antropologico у los m etodos de analisis de 
las fuentes segun fuentes de origen personal. Este 
articulo presenta los resultados de von Wall. El estudio 
del legado de von Wall у su fam ilia se centro en tres 
archivos federales rusos. Los autores encontraron que 
varies grupos de correspondencia  del cfrculo de 
correspondencia mas cercano con Von Wall es un 
grupo especial fo rm ado por textos epistem ologicos 
d irigidos a Von Wall, sus hermanos, su esposa e hijos. 
Algunas de las caracteristicas de la com posicion de 
estos docum entos se deben a diversas circunstancias, 
com e establecer relaciones interpersonales en la 
fam ilia, с о т о  m antener correspondencia, guardar 
borradores у copias de su correspondencia  con Von 
Wahl.
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INTRODUCTION
Epistolary sources are w idely used by the representatives of the hum anities to  solve a variety of research tasks, 
and in som e cases w ith o u t these sources it is im possib le to  solve them  fully and effectively (BULAKH,1982, p. 78­
86; GINDIN,1989 p. 63-76; NAUMOV, 1987, p. 35-45]. The appeal to  the  episto lary hentage allows to  solve the 
evolution prob lem s of socio-politica l ideas, a ttitudes and judgm en ts  of sta tesm en, science and art [AKHTYAMOV, 
2005, VOYTEKHOVSKAYA, 2009. p.108-112; ELINA, 1981; NAUMOV, 1985, SHEVTSOVA, 2004, SHGKHIN,1996, p. 4­
32], the developm ent of social consciousness, morality, trad itions and innovations in the psychology of various 
social groups (GORBUNOV, 1976, p. 116-126; MARASIN0VA,1999; FALINA, 2007, p. 3-7].

Some episodes of V iktor W ilhelmovich von Wahl’s service activity came into the  view of researchers (BERSENEV, 
2002; RADCHENKO, 2018, p. 15-23; STEPANOV, 1917; STEPANOV, 2005; SHATOKHIN, 2007, p. 60-65], his epistolary 
heritage becam e the subject of special consideration only once [SHATOKHIN., RADOHENKO,2018,p. 690-696].

V.V. Wahl’s career is unique in many ways. During his career, V.V. von Wahl m anaged to  change seven provinces, 
in one of which he was the vice-governor (actually the  beginning of civil service] and the governor in the 
subsequent ones. Dunng 1892 -1895, von Wahl served as the  m ayor of St. Petersburg. At the  final stage of his 
sta te  career, von Wahl was appointed as the  Deputy M inister of the  Internal Affairs (when the  M inistry was headed 
by V.K. Plehve] and the Com m ander of the Separate gendarm es corps [1902-1904].

The hypothesis of the  study is the assum ption th a t the  episto lary genre in the life of official fam ilies dunng the 
last quarter of the XlX-th - early XX-th century was a necessary e lem ent of com m unica tion , which allowed to 
im p lem ent the tasks of fam ily ties m ainta in ing and strengthening th rough  inform ation  and em otional exchange. 
The preservation of episto lary texts in the  fam ily archive of officials was a sign ificant trad ition  dunng th is period.

M ETHODS
The choice of research m ethods is determ ined by the purpose, objectives and the  nature of the  study source 
base. The m ethodological basis of the study is historical and anthropological approach, which allows you to  see 
a person in a variety of his statuses, activities, and social roles. Traditional historical sources are poorly 
in form ative dunng a person study in a fam ily, and fam ily daily life. In th is regard, the  sources of personal origin, 
especially episto lary texts, have m uch greater potential. The correspondence of fam ily m em bers p rom ptly 
captures the event-everyday aspect of fam ily life, which is always em otionally colored and traced in detail. These 
docum ents are in teresting  as they capture events and the ir m om enta ry perception and evaluation, m odern 
relations in the ir developm ent, in contrast to  the m em oir re trospective  description of events and relationships 
tha t have been re thought, analyzed, cleared of the  petty and insignificant, erroneous and stupid o vertim e. Large 
intra -fam ily correspondence com plexes are a rarity, and there fo re  the  identified episto lary docum ents in the 
personal funds of V.V. von Wahl, including his correspondence w ith  his b rothers and sister, his w ife  and children, 
is of great in terest fo r the study of the fam ily daily life of a h igh-ranking official of the  Russian Empire during the 
last th ird  of the  XlXth - early XXth centunes. The study of identified sources was earned out using the  m ethods 
of source critic ism . This made it possible to  solve the tasks and to  m ake a num ber of observations and 
conclusions concerning the  heunstic potential of V.V. von Wahl and his fam ily m em bers, the  com position  and 
preservation of correspondence, the  nature of interpersonal relations in the  fam ily.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The study of the  episto lary heritage by V.V. Von Wahl, a high-ranking official of the Russian Empire of the  last th ird  
of the XlXth - early XXth centunes, was deposited in his personal funds, in th ree  federal archives. The function ing  
of episto lary text preservation practice is a value phenom enon in the  fam ily daily life of bureaucrats of the XlXth 
- early XXth centunes.
The in form ation field of episto lary sources is always rich and m ultifaceted. It allows you to  solve various problem s 
of histoncal and anthropological study of the past. The epistolary tex ts  of personal V.V. Wahl's funds provide a 
unique opportun ity  to  recreate the  h istory of his fam ily in the  event-everyday aspect, to  trace the developm ent 
of psycho-em otional com ponents in the re lationship between fam ily m em bers.

I. Epistolary texts in personal archival funds of V.V. von Vi/ahl
The personal funds of V ictor W ilhelmovich von Wahl are in th ree largest archives of the country. The largest of 
them  is located in the  State Archive of the Russian Federation [F. 542] -1049 deposito ry item s (Personal Fund of 
V.V. von Wahl. State Archive of the  Russian Federation [SARF]. F. 542], and in the Russian State Histoncal Archive



(F. 916] (Personal Fund of V.V. von Wahl / /  Russian State Flistorical Archive (RSFIA). F. 916] and the Russian National 
Library [F. 127][ Personal Fund of V.V. von Wahl / /  Russian National Library [RNL]. F. 127. ]-  40 and 31 depository 
items, respectively.

The com position  of docum ents concentrated in V.V. Wahl's personal funds is very diverse. In addition to  the 
correspondence, here are the  collected m anuscrip ts of the  general, including his m em ones, diary entries and 
separate m em orials, personal docum ents, te legram s in his name, vanous invitations and m em bersh ip  cards of 
various societies, clippings from  Russian and fore ign newspapers, drafts and copies of official papers, original 
docum ents of official o ffice work, etc.

If we tu rn  to  the analysis of the  actual episto lary docum ents, then the ir m u ltip lic ity  and diversity should be noted. 
More than five hundred letters from  V.V. Wahl and the letters addressed to  him are concentra ted  in th ree  funds. 
The letters by von Wahl are presented either in hastily w ritten  drafts or the  copies of sent letters, which d iffer 
from  the drafts by the absence of crossed out words, and by m ore legible handwriting. A lm ost always, von Wahl's 
letters have a date, som etim es they have a note about the date of sending, if it did not coincide w ith  the  date of 
w riting. The letters addressed to  von Wahl are ohginals, in som e cases there  are envelopes in which they were 
sent.

The whole com plex of correspondence w ith  V.V. von Wahl, contained in his th ree  archival funds, can be 
s tructu red  into several parts, tak ing the  sta tus of his correspondents and the  nature of le tte r conten t as basic 
principles. Based on the  specified criteria, th ree large groups can be determ ined in V.V. von Wahl's 
correspondence. The firs t group is his official correspondence w ith  various persons in fact, including some 
docum ents w ithdraw n from  the office w o rk  of the  governor’s office. The second group is the letters of vahous 
persons addressed to  the governor V.V. von Wahl, however, sent to  him privately, possibly to  his hom e address 
and w ithou t registration m arks in his office. Frequently these are the m essages of his acquaintances to  fo rm er 
duty sta tions w ith  requests fo r protection. The th ird  group is V.V. von Wahl's correspondence w ith  relatives and 
friends: w ith  his w ife  and children, w ith  his brothers and sister. This part of the letters can be a ttribu ted  to  a purely 
personal correspondence. A lm ost all of it was conducted in German or French. The presence in th is part of the 
episto lary com plex of a small num ber of letters from  his wife, Elizaveta Georgievna, from  the ir children, Vasily 
and Nadezhda, can be explained by the fac t th a t they were toge the r a lm ost all the tim e. And the correspondence 
was conducted in cases when von Wahl was forced to  leave his fam ily by duty or his spouse and children were 
abroad or w ith  relatives, while von Wahl was in his office in the province.

The closest re lationships connected V.V. von Wahl w ith  his brother A lfred, since he received the  greatest num ber 
of letters from  him. Nevertheless, it is w o rth  considering the  fac t th a t perhaps not all of Von Wahl's 
correspondence has been preserved and deposited in the archives. So, despite the large num ber of letters from  
Alfred W ilhelmovich von Wahl to  his brother, the re  are no response letters. Probably, fo r som e reason, the general 
did not consider it was necessary to  save drafts or copies of letters to  his brother, it is possible th a t the  general 
w ro te  letters to  his b rother w ithou t drafts. V.V. von Wahl's correspondence w ith  the  rest of his close relatives —  
brothers and s ister —  is represented in the  archival collections by a small num ber of letters.

II. Victor Vilgelmovich von Wahl and his family
Victor V ilgelm ovich von Wahl was born on July 17,1840 in Verrosk d is tric t of Livonia province in the  fam ily of 
German nobles - Vasily Karlovich (Wilhelm Gustav] von Wahl and Anna Amalia (von Brasch]. In addition to  V ictor 
V ilgelmovich, the re  were five o ther children in von Wahl fam ily. With one of the brothers - A lfred - V.V. von Wahl 
had a ra ther intensive correspondence, which can be confirm ed by the  presence of an extensive collection of 
letters .V.V. von Wahl m ainta ined the correspondence w ith  o ther m em bers of the  fam ily - brothers Erwin, Flarald, 
Oscar and s ister Anna Augustus (von Shtrik a fte r marriage], but it is presented to  a lesser extent than w ith  Alfred. 
It is d ifficu lt to  determ ine the reasons of this. Perhaps som e of the letters were not preserved, or there  was simply 
no need fo r intensive correspondence. Another possible reason could be V ictor and A lfred ’s great emotional 
a ffection fo r each o ther and the presence of com m on interests.

Considering the  personal com m unica tive  relations of V.V. von Wahl, it is im possib le not to  pay atten tion  to 
relatives and friends, the friends of the person in question. The family, like the  professional environm ent, could 
influence the fo rm ation  of Wahl's personality, which affected the  m anner and the  style of his com m unica tion  in 
its own way.

Von Wahl's parents belonged to  the German nobles who settled in the Livonia gubernia, where Wahl's father, 
Vasily Karlovich (Wilhelm Gustav] was a parish judge. Unfortunately, the funds of SARF and RSFIA do not provide



the docum ents tha t would Indicate Wahl's correspondence w ith  his parents. Perhaps it did not survive. But von 
Wahl's correspondence w ith  his w ife and children is presented in a decent am ount, as well as w ith  his brother 
Alfred, which can be regarded as the presence of close and w arm  relations between them .

Family ties, the upbnnging of children and the  desire to  arrange the ir fu tu re  will help imagine m ost clearly the 
image of a h igh-ranking official o f the empire. V ictor V ilgelm ovich was m arried to  Elizabeth Georgievna Sinclair. 
This marriage was the second one fo r von Wahl's spouse, the firs t m arriage w ith  A.N. Melgunov was term inated, 
fo r unknown reason. It looks like th is fac t could give nse to  various rum ors tha t surrounded Elizaveta Georgievna, 
which is quite natural fo r a firs t-person  spouse in the  province. In one of the  letters to  von Wahl, we can find an 
example tha t his subordinates were keenly interested in the  past of his spouse, including the fo rm er ones. So in 
the letters to  Wahl from  Kursk [the signature of the w rite r is not legible, but judg ing  by the content it had a d irect 
relationship to  von Wahl dunng his stay in the Kursk gubernia] we can see the  fo llow ing p h ra se :"... the Kursk 
swam p spreads stench ... A lexander Sergeevich to ld  me tha t there  were people, who co llected the  inform ation, 
like the m aiden name of your Excellency's spouse, the educational institu tion  where she learned <...> the place 
she was brought up and born ..." The presence of th is kind of questions shows tha t the  past life of Elizabeth 
Georgievna was not known to  everyone fo r the m ost part. And th is could not but arouse in terest in her person.

Analyzing the  anonym ous letters addressed to  von Wahl during his governorship in Vitebsk, we can see the 
opposite situation. Elizaveta Georgievna was already te lling about her life. This was one of the reasons fo r w riting  
an anonymous note. It presented a com plain t to  the vice-governor Shulepnikov, “who had already becom e a 
household person” in the governor’s house, and to  w hom  Elizaveta Georgievna to ld  about all fam ily  m atters; “how 
she lived in poverty, how badly the General-Governor trea ted  you in d isgusting details" Based on this, we can 
assum e tha t the firs t m arriage of Elizaveta Georgievna was not simple, which led to  divorce later. Most likely, the 
reasons fo r the  in terest in th is issue are based on the  fac t tha t Elizaveta Georgievna was the w ife of von Wahl 
and, perhaps, the  search fo r any com prom is ing  in form ation in her past was intended to  cast a shadow on the 
current h igh-ranking official. However, the fac t tha t earlier, still in the V itebsk province, she to ld the  trustees 
about her fo rm e r life, shows tha t no secret was made of th is actually.

The personality of von Wahl's son Vasily V iktorovich is also interesting. In the future, a separate correspondence 
between von Wahl and the representatives of the  h ighest authorities in St. Petersburg will be connected w ith  the 
planning of his future. In an e ffo rt to  ensure the fu tu re  of his son, according to  von Wahl's words, he asked fo r his 
trans fe r to  the capital to  the post of governor. A detailed analysis of th is correspondence is of separate interest, 
deserving special consideration.

Vasily V iktorovich von Wahl [1880-1944], like his father, had a m ilitary education. At the  age of nine years he was 
enrolled in candidate pages, and since 1893 he began to  study at the Page Corps. In 1900, a fte r the  com pletion 
of training, he was transferred to  the Life Guards Horse Regiment. The firs t a tte m p t to  get to  the Nikolaev 
Academ y failed, and he continued his m ilitary service. Inl904-1905, he partic ipated in th e  Russian-Japanese war, 
was in captivity, was awarded the Order of St. Stanislav w ith  swords and bow. A fte r the  second a tte m pt in 1906, 
Vasily V iktorovich was enlisted as a s tudent at the academy, and in 1908 he was counted in Headquarters. In 1913 
he was p rom oted to  colonel. From 1914 to  1916 he took part in hostilities, fo r which he received awards: the  Order 
of St. Anna (2nd degree] w ith  swords, the  Order of St. V ladim ir (4th degree] w ith  swords and bow, the  Order of 
St. Stanislav (2 degree] w ith  swords and bow. He was d ism issed from  service in December 1917, w ith  the 
preservation of his uniform  [RUTYGH, 2002, p. 146-147].

Returning to  Riga in 1918, Vasily V iktorovich von Wahl to o k  an active part in the  fo rm ation  of the  Northern army 
and in the  fu rth e r m ilitary operations of the  North-W estern corps of the  White m ovem ent. He proved h im self as 
an energetic and active m ilitary man, m anaged to  bring great benefit to  his unit. However, German origin, 
som ew hat ham pered his position. V ictor V ilgelm ovich had the same difficulties. “A fte r the  arm y re treated from  
Pskov in 1918, the corps com m ander. Colonel Nef, appointed Colonel V.V. von Wahl as the ch ie f the corps 
headquarters. New chief showed a lot of energy in o rd e rto  organize the supply of the Northern corps, according 
to  the agreem ent w ith  Estonia, receiving food, am m unition  and a small part of uniform s. He managed to  cope 
w ith  the  d ifficu lt task  of corps restoration a fte r re treating from  Pskov. However, his position was particularly 
d ifficult: he belonged to  the Baltic nobility of German origin, which aroused suspicion among the Estonian 
authorities and there fo re  experienced the ir hidden ill w ill” (RUTYCH, 2016 p. 148-149].

Nevertheless, even despite th is fact, von Wahl remained in the  service. A fte r the dism issal, suspected of loyalty 
to  the Germans of Colonel Nef, Colonel Wahl was left in his post, the reason fo r th is was his energetic service and 
dedication. Before d isbanding the North-W estern Front, von Wahl, while remaining in service, also perform ed a 
num ber of d ip lom atic m issions, mainly in Germany. A fte r the  liquidation of the front, von Wahl was in exile, firs t in
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Berlin, then he moved to  Belgium. He served in the  estab lishm ent of the  Belgian Congo. In 1939 he moved to  
Toulon, where he died in 1944. We know little about Vasiliy Vil<torovich’s fam ily, except tha t he was marned to  
Vera Ondlich, w ith  w hom  he left fo r em igration.

Considering the fa te  of Vasily von Wahl, we can note a certain sim ilarity of his way of life w ith  V ictor W ilhelmovich, 
which is quite natural. And we can assum e tha t von Wahl, in its turn, was the model of im ita tion fo r his son, who 
built his service, focusing on his father. We can also note the  fact tha t Vasily von Wahl also had to  go th rough  a 
not very positive a ttitude tow ards his person, which was expressed in national aspect. And although V ictor 
W ilhelmovich was faced w ith  a sim ilar a ttitude from  his employees, and his son was already in the  North-W estern 
A rm y during the  period of hostilities, both of them  had certain d ifficu lties in establish ing com m unication. In 
addition to  his son, V ictor W ilgelmovich had a daughter, Nadezhda Viktorovna, who m arried to  Myasoedov. We 
do not have detailed inform ation  about von Wahl's daughter, but we can assum e tha t she was educated in 
accordance w ith  the  established norm s and trad itions of the period under consideration. In personal sources, 
we can find m ention of Nadezhda in V.V. von Wahl's dairies, belonging to  1901, the  tim e of his appo in tm ent to  the 
post of governor in Vilna.

Having received a decree of appo in tm ent, V.V. von Wahl was forced to  postpone his departure to  Vilna province 
in connection w ith  his daughter's wedding. In these notes, he m entions tha t the Grand Duchess w anted to  be an 
honored guest at the w edding [Personal Fund of V.V. von Wahl / /  Russian State Historical Archive [RSHA]. F. 916, 
Inv. 1. C. 13. Sh. 5]. This is the ind icator of von Wahl's position in society. During the  period from  1895 to  1900, 
although he was in charge of the  Kseninsky Institute, the main activity was perfo rm ed by the head of the  institute, 
and the  service was “ less interesting  and not so outs tand ing” fo r Wahl [Personal Fund of V.V. von Wahl / /  Russian 
State Historical Archive [RSHA]. F. 916, Inv. 1. C. 13. Sh. 1], however, allowed to  be visible to  influential people of the

The daughter's husband A.N. Myasoedov came from  an old noble fam ily, and, according to  Wahl, was "a capable 
young m an" the  son of the  senator N.A. Myasoedov. Since A.N. Myasoyedov was appointed to  the post of second 
secretary of the  Russian m ission in Tokyo, im m edia te ly a fte r the  w edding Nadezhda V iktorovna and her husband 
left fo r the  Far East. Further A.N. Myasoyedov, serving in the d ip lom atic departm ent, was the representative of 
the em bassy in Romania, Germany, Sweden, Great Britain and Italy. Nadezhda Viktorovna, respectively, lived w ith  
her spouse. A fte r 1917, A.N. Myasoyedov, devoid of titles  and all positions, em igrated to  Rome toge the r w ith  his 
wife, where he was one of the active leaders of the Russian em igration.

Von Wahl's archives have a fairly large num ber of le tters from  Nadezhda V iktorovna von Wahl, addressed mainly 
to  her m other, Elizabeth Georgievna. Nevertheless, the  letters from  the  daughter Nadezhda and the  son Vasily, 
as well as the correspondence w ith  the  fam ily are one of the  com ponents of V.V. von Wahl's personal fund. The 
presence of correspondence shows tha t von Val and his fam ily had an active com m unication. This kind of 
correspondence can be represented not only by V.V. von Wahl, but, in principle, by any official burdened w ith  his 
fam ily  and m aintaining relations w ith  them . The fo rm  and content will be quite possible to  vary, but the main 
guideline will be sim ilar fo r all the personal correspondents.

SUM M ARY
Analyzing personal correspondence by V.V. von Wahl, we can conclude th a t his closest circle of contacts 
consisted of several groups. The firs t group, in our opinion, consisted of those representatives of von Wahl's 
subordinate in the  bureaucratic apparatus, who were able to  establish w ith  him not only official relations, but also 
those which allowed to  conduct correspondence, including those involving pnvate topics. The second group of 
correspondents in th is circle are the friends from  jo in t studies, m ilitary and civil service. The th ird  group is his 
fam ily  m em bers and relatives.

Pnmary analysis of the correspondence by V.V. Von Wahl w ith  his fam ily m em bers gives grounds to  m ake several 
observations:

1] For the reason tha t has not been clarified so far, the  letters of the parents and the  copies or le tte r 
drafts by V.V. von Wahl's parents are absent in episto lary texts.

2] Of his th ree brothers and sisters, A lfred W ilhelmovich w ro te  to  V.V. von Wahl m ost often. At the 
same tim e, the letters [copies or drafts] addressed to  Alfred Vilgelm ovich were not found in the 
funds. The context of the  letters to  V.V. von Wahl from  his b rother clearly indicates tha t the



correspondence was mutual.

3] An insign ificant num ber of letters between the  spouses —  Elizaveta Georgievna and V iktor 
V ilgelm ovich —  is probably explained by the  fac t tha t the need fo r such a fo rm a t of com m unica tion  
between them  did not arise often: e ither during business trips by V.V. von Wahl, or during any 
spouse departures.

4] Of particu lar note is the presence of correspondence addressed to  his w ife  - Elizabeth 
Georgievna in V.V. von Wahl's personal fund. This probably indicates the  presence of the fam ily idea 
about the value and indivisibility of fam ily  correspondence.

The team  of authors is gratefu l to  colleagues fo r the financial support of the research th rough  the system  of 
in tra-university grants of the Belgorod State National Research University.
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